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S P E A K E R  KRISTENSEN: T he b ill advances. I raise the call.
LB 970. S e nat or Erdman, or, exc u s e  me, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, L B  970, a b i l l  b y  S e n a t o r  D w i t e  Pedersen. 
(Read title.) Th e  b i l l  wa s  i n t r o d u c e d  on J a n u a r y  10 of this 
year; r eferred t o  U r b a n  Affairs; ad v a n c e d  to G e n e r a l  File. I 
h a v e  no amendments to t he b ill at this time, Mr. President.

S P E A K E R  KRISTENSEN: S e nator D w i t e  Pedersen, y o u ' r e  r e c o gnized
to open.

S E N A T O R  Dw. PEDERSEN: T h a n k  you, Mr. S p e a k e r  and m e m b e r s  of the
Legislature. A t  th e  p r e s e n t  time, state l aw p r o v i d e s  that a 
second - c l a s s  city, w h i c h  b e c o m e s  a f i r s t - c l a s s  c ity u p o n  
re a c h i n g  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 5,000 residents, m u s t  w i t h i n  six years 
of th e  t r a n s i t i o n  chan g e  f r o m  t h r e e  v o t i n g  w a r d s  to four. 
LB 970 d e le tes th e  statu t o r y  requ i r e m e n t  to swit c h  to four wards 
and ma k e s  the d e c i s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  to c h a n g e  to four v o t i n g  
w a r d s  or to rem a i n  w i t h  th r e e  wards, a local o p t i o n  rather than 
a s t a t e  mandate. It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  at th e  p r esent 
t ime the city of E l k h o r n  an d  th e  c i t y  of C r e t e  are w i t h i n  the 
si x - y e a r  w i n d o w  p r i o r  to h a v i n g  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  to f our wards. 
The c ity of Sch u y l e r  is in t h e  p r o c e s s  of t r a n s i t i o n i n g  to a 
firs t - c l a s s  c i t y  so this w ill a p p l y  t o  t h e m  in th e  n e a r  future. 
The bill wa s  h e a r d  b y  t he U r b a n  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  on J a n u a r y  22. 
There was no o p p o s i t i o n  to th e  b i l l  and it was f o r w a r d e d  to the 
full Le gi s l a t u r e  w i t h  n o  d i s s e n t i n g  votes. Th e  c ity  of Elkhorn, 
in m y  district, w i l l  app r o a c h  t h e  s ix-year d e a d l i n e  in Augu s t  of 
this year. W i t h o u t  this change, Elkhorn, Crete, and Schuyler 
w i ll  b e  f o r c e d  to change f rom t h r e e  v o t i n g  w a r d s  to four. No 
one is h a v i n g  pro b l e m s  w i t h  th e  in a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  or any 
o ther local p r o b l e m s  that w o u l d  b e  rem e d i e d  b y  g o i n g  to four 
wards. If any pro b l e m s  d o  arise, th e  law as a m e n d e d  b y  LB 970, 
w ill allow th e  c ity council to m a k e  t hat d e c i s i o n  as it does not 
pr o h i b i t  a city f rom go i n g  to f our wards. I w o u l d  h ope that yo u  
w o u l d  vote for t his and pass it on to Sele c t  File, and I wo u l d  
give the remai n d e r  of m y  o p ening to S e n a t o r  Chambers.
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